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Physical Science
Essential Question:  How does science allow us to solve everyday problems?

Course Description

Physical Science is an introductory course and a requirement for graduation.  It is also a prerequisite for high level Physics and Chemistry classes.  This course consists of basic Physics and Chemistry concepts that correlate with the standards set by the state of Missouri and Lindbergh School District. Class will consist of many hands-on activities along with notes, class work, homework, and presentations.

Required Materials – Starred (***) items need to be brought to class everyday!
· Textbook – Holt Physical Science (Replacement cost is $100)
· Online site for textbook:    my.hrw.com   

· Username:  sstudent3258

· Password:  b3n9f
· Pen and pencil ****
· White loose-leaf paper/notebook ****
· Calculator ****
· Three ring binder or folder to organize notes and other handouts ****
· Calendar to organize assignments (phone, tablet, paper calendar etc.) ****
Make-up work - applies only to excused absences!

· One day allowed for each day of absence (This applies to class work, homework, laboratory/activities, and tests.)
· Missed laboratories will require the student to complete the lab during lunch, before, or after school.  An alternative assignment may be given.
· No late work is accepted for absences that are not excused.

· It is the student’s responsibility to find out what he or she missed during his or her time out of class and gets the work completed and turned in accordingly.  
· Please make me aware of special or unforeseen circumstances as soon as possible.
Late Work

Late assignments will be accepted one day late for 75% credit and after that for half credit.  It will never be taken after the end of the unit.
Grading



Tests
        50%



Labs
        30%

Homework    20%




Semester finals are worth 15% of total semester grade

Tests 

A test will be given after each unit.  The format of the test includes fill-ins, short answer, problems, and constructive response.  Expect at least 1 quiz per unit.  A comprehensive final worth 15% of your semester grade will be given at the end of each semester.

Extra Help and contact information

· Available most days before and after school Monday – Friday (let me know when you plan to come)

· Plan period 1st hour

· 1st lunch (let me know if you plan on coming)

· Voice mail extension 1222

· Email: janeknittig@lindberghschools.ws
· Sign up for Remind 101 for frequent class reminders:

· Text @knittigps to (231) 225-0912 or email knittigps@mail.remind101.com
Questions Uncovered (what you will have an enduring understanding of) 
Semester 1
· How can I use science to solve life’s problems? 
· How can I demonstrate force, motion, and acceleration experienced in everyday life?



· How do natures laws of physics apply to everyday life? 
· Where does the energy needed to run our daily lives come from?
· How are electricity and magnetism used to power the technology we depend on each day?
· How can I research and evaluate renewable and non-renewable energy sources and there effect on human life?
Semester 2
· Why do we classify matter?  Evaluate and understand the kinetic theory of matter
· How can I use the periodic table to obtain information about elements?  Are all atoms the same?

· How can I compare and contrast chemical bonds?

· How can I evaluate chemical reactions that follow the law of conservation of mass?
· How can I understand the power of the atom with regards to nuclear reactions and their importance to life?
Behavior expectations are as follows:  

Students are expected to follow Lindbergh’s Character Education behavior expectations and show evidence of trustworthiness, fairness, caring, citizenship, responsibility, and respect

I also expect my students to live by the following tenets while in my class:   
1. A job worth doing is worth doing well:  Your JOB while in my class is to be a student of science.  Do it well by listening, participating, inquiring, and assisting.  You all have the potential to be great sources of good.  If we all work together, imagine the awesome year we will have.  Bring people up, not put them down.
2.  Make everyone feel good, not bad:  No bullying, put-downs, or inappropriate language or behavior. You may think you’re joking or that the person you’re teasing doesn’t mind but they might. Make the classroom an encouraging place by thinking before you speak.

3.  No complaints without solutions:  If you can change what you’re complaining about, then skip the complaining and work toward change instead.

4.  Suck it up, soldier, and move on:  Sometimes you can’t change what you don’t like. Accept what you cannot change and move on. Keep an open-mind and you might just find that the situation is not as bad as previously determined.  

5.  Everything is a choice: And your choices have consequences. You may make a really great choice and have awesome consequences for the decision. You can also make poor choices and have really negative consequences. Saying that you can’t control your actions is just an excuse.

6.  Filter that noise: As much as I love joking and having fun, there is a time and a place for it. Use maturity and wisdom as we move through lessons and use your noise appropriately at ALL times.  

 7.  Problem-solving skills:  If you see a problem or have a problem, use your problem-solving skills and solve it.  That said, sometimes a problem-solving skill is recognizing you can't do it on your own.  Never be afraid to ask for help. 

8.  Appropriate times for technology:  While we take pride in utilizing devices and technology as exceptional tools for learning, there are appropriate times to use your phones and then there are not.  I expect there to be no phones, earbuds, or photo-taking in class once the bell rings unless otherwise instructed.  No exceptions!  If your phones need a “Time-out”, that will be arranged.
Syllabus Agreement Page

Student Name: _____________________________________________
Class Period: ________

Rules

Respect    Responsibility     Be prepared    Follow all school policies

Eating and drinking (other than water) will not be allowed in class

Any detentions will be served within two weeks of being issued

I look forward to working with all of you.  This class will be both challenging and rewarding.  I am here to support you.  Promote your own success by working hard and by making smart choices.
 I would be accepting of an earned ___ grade in this class

I would be PROUD of an earned ___ grade in this class

My parents would be accepting of an earned ___ grade in this class

My parents would be PROUD of an earned ___ grade in this class

I agree to work to the best of my abilities, to comply with school and classroom rules, and to be a positive participant in this class.

Student Signature _________________________________________________   

I agree to support my student and help him/her to succeed in school.  I understand the above policies and expectations.

Parent Signature ___________________________________________________        
Parent Email ______________________________________________________
